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CONGRESS PROBERS REPORT AGAINST HALF AND HALF PLAN
TAX REPORT FAVORS

PRESENT RATES HERE

Joint Committee Finds Assess-

ment and Rate Are Not

Unfair.

(Continued from ljlrat Pace.)
io spent for no other purpose tuan for
the District's expenses.

It li proposed Hint over nnd above-th-
amount of District taxes collect-

ed, tlie Federal Government shrill pay
whatever sum may be needed by tlij
Utstrlct and that tlm Federal appro-p- i

lations "should always be In sums
as will not only continue the city of
AVasl Inpton as a splendid and beau-
tiful central residence of this nation,
but also cause it to become and bo
florever maintained as a model for allthe cHleo of the world."

tinder this recommendation the DIs-- 1
let's contribution to its upkeep

wotild bo Used by the amount of tatcscollected, nnd the Federal Govern-
ment's contribution would be fixed by
trie will of Congress, whethei or not
the Federal Go eminent contilbuted
ks much or more than the hum raisedby the District.

The report throughout breathes aspirit of fair treatment for the District
of Columbia, and It is especially slgnlff-- iant In that It refutes claims jnade re-
peatedly by opponents of the piesent
fiscal system that Washington resi-
dents ate under assessed. The Joint
committee says Washington residents
ure fairly assessed.

Tho report of the committee was sub-
mitted both in the Senate and House.
Although Senator Works alcned the re-
port, he filed a supplemental document
elaborating; upon his plan for turning
District revenues into the genciAl re-
ceipts of the Treasury and have the
Federal Government assume full flnun-rif- ll

responslbilltv for the National Capi-
tal."

Would Pay Debt.
The committee recommends that tho

payment of the funded debt of the Dis-
trict shall be continued on the half and
half basis, but this Is the only Infer-
ence In the report where the half and
half principle Is rigidly upheld.

Strictly Interpreted, granting that tho
Kport Is adopted by Congress, the con-
tributions of the Federal Government
may be on the basis of 40 to 60 per
cent or tho Federal Government might
pay 60 per cent, and the District 40 per
cent.

The full rcpoit of the committee was
as follows:

Vour committee appointed pursuant to
th act of Congress approved March 3,
T'lo. which was in the language fol-
lowing:

"That a joint select committee shall
be appointed consisting of three Sena-
tors, to be named by the presiding of-
ficer of the Senate, and three mem-
bers of the House, to be named by tha
.Speaker of the House of Reprcsenta-- t
tles, whose duty it shall be to pre-
pare and submit to Congress a state-- ,
ment of the proper proportion of th4expenses of the government of the Dis
tinct or Columbia, or any branch therei
ni including lntrst nl-- tho fnnHnrl
debt, which 'shall be bv saldfhe district of Columbia, and for other i

District and the United States, respecttivelj. together with tho reasons upon
v hlch their conclusions mav bo based."
1 i .. . . . . ..." .
uv& icave 10 suonui me louowing unani-mous report.

The cnitimlttcu met on March IS, 101.
and organized by oleeting W. 12. Cl.il-to- n.

a Senator licm the State of H'etVirginia., and llenrv T
Ralney. a ncpresoitntlve in Congress
from the State of Illinois, as secret-try-, and or. that data rtce?cd to net.tat the call of thf chairman.

I'uisunr.t U the ciil of the ch.iinrnnthe committee met in the city of Wash-
ington on OcUbfr X l.i'B. for tho pur-
pose of obtaining all knowledge in lispower to obtain touching the question
of "the rroper proportion of the es

of the s eminent of tne Dis-
trict of Columbia, or any branch there-
of. Including Inlcresl on the funded
debt, which shall be borne by said Dls-
tilct and the rniUd rcxpecthe--

together with the reasons upon
w hlch their ronelufions may be baced."

Th committee w.vt In open soslon
almost every day from October 20, 1015,
in November It. 1M3, hearing the el-den-

and argument of persons appear-In- ?
voluntatis rih' iesons appearingupon tho invitation nnd request of tho

t ommittrc, nnd has since had .juch fvi-de-

and arrumojiU. under Its caref.il
consideration.

Several briefs were filed on behalf of
various organizations and bv Individuals
and many communications from indi-
vidual and oicanlzatlons wet c received
bv th' committee.

All of thK evidence and argument,
both oral and written, the committee has
oidered to be minted In its hearings
and has caiefullv considered, believing
it lo he most Important for the guidance
"if this and future Congresses of the
Uplt-- d States that a definite finding of
fa ts bo made upon the questions pre-
sented for dctcimlnatlon. and, there-
fore, while the committee was very llb-rr-

In affording time nnd opportunitv
for a thoiough presentation of facts
IiruniKtances. opinions, and Wows of

those Interested and competent to give
ev.dcncr. this was with the sole Idea,
of establishing fact from whieh lust
oicluhlons of entire honest v. fair deal-lii- s

and justice could be drawn
Of tho two question's submitted to

vour committer, it first considered thofollowing. lz What is "tho proper
pi 'portion of interest on thefunded debt which shall bo borne by

lid District and the United States re-spective." and now submits the follow-
ing statement with the i canons upon
which Its conclusion is based.We find that the Interest on the fund-
ed debt should be paid by monej s fromthe trensi'ry of tho United States and
f(ft pet cent (nOT-- i charged to the reve-
nues of the Dlbtrict of Columbia andfifty per cent C() chiiced to the
amount ppropiintetl roi the expenses
of the Dlstilct of Cuhimbla from tiemoneys of the United Stites. I

The "funded debt" consists entiielvi
if )Kj bond (so cillcd localise of th
rate or Interest thev bear) of the Dis-
trict of Columbia amounting at this
dl to JS.r ,3.00 00. and of which $975.-40.-

Is paid yearly, one-ha- lf by tbe
levenues of the District of Columbia
nnd one-ha- lf b the moneys of the Uni-
ted States.

The time of payment of this fundel
debt extends to the oai 1?24. hut with
an annual appropriation of approxi-
mately S07S.4as.on. the debt will be fully
slid completely paid a ear or two
pi lor to 1924, and when paid, the Dls-
tilct of Columbia will have no other
fimded debt.

Tills funded deht had its origin in the
very extraordinary expenditures for
cit.v

slreots and avenues. thi onstiuctlon .f
aar.ftarv reweis. the planting rcos

nd. Bcnrallv, the rebuilding an 1

of the clt of Washington
from a then deplorable ion

utilHv and sanitation along i-s

of a great Nation ll Capital which
i was "to be ond vhltli destiny
It is fulfilling.

These expenses accu liuuted between
l71 and 1874 in ci large 'mounts

upon both thf District of Co-- I
imbla wid Its iltl-c- n. whkli burd.'ii

became fully and mr which ve- -

lief Was first sought by the act of June, '

borne

1S71. providing among oilier things:
"That a Joint select committee aliall

be appointed, consisting of two Sena-toi- s,

to be nppolntcd by t'lo presiding
officer of the .Senate, and two members
of tho House of Representatives
to bo npp6lnted by tho BpcaKer
of the House of Representatives, whoso
duty It shall bo to prcparo a suitable
fromo of government for the Dlstilct
of Columbia and appropriate drafts of
statutes to be enacted by Congress for
carrying the samo into effect, 'nnd re-
port tho same to the two Houses, re-

spectively, on tho first day of tho next
session and they shall nlso
proparo and submit to Congress a state-
ment of the proper proportion of the
expenses of said government, or any
branch thereof. Including Interest on the
funded debt, which should bo borne by
said District nnd tho United States, re-
spectively, together with the reasons
upon which their conclusions may be
based."

On tho 23d of June, 1374, tho sundry
civil act of that date makes reference
to Intel est on tho funded debt a fol-

lows:
"All tho above sums, except so much

thereof as may be paid for Intciest, ns
nforesald, to bo considered and

hereafter as a part of the proper
proportional hum to be paid by the
United States tow aid th expenses of
tho government of the District of Co-

lumbia."
Tho message of President Grant in

December, 1874, -- contains the follow-
ing:

The act of Congress of June 20.
1874, contemplates an Apportionment
between tho United States Govern-
ment and the District of Columbia In
respoct to tho payment of tho princi-
pal and interest of the 3.65 bonds.
Therefore in computing with precision
the bonded debt of the District the
aggregate sums above stated, as

3.65 bonds now issued, the out-
standing certificates of the board of
audit and the unadjusted claims pend-
ing before that board should be re-

duced to tho extent of tho amount to
be apportioned to the United States
Government In the manner indicated
in the act of Congress of June 20,
1874."

The appropriation act of February
1, 1875 contains the following pro-

vision:
"That the sum of MS2.500 in cur-

rency, or so much theicof as may be
necessary, be, and Is hereby, appro-
priated for the payment of the Inter-
est on the bonds of the District of
Columbia, known as 3.65 bonJs, due
on February 1, 1S75, Issued under
the act entitled 'An act for the gov-
ernment of the District of Columbia,
and for other purposes.' approved
June 20. 1874: said Interest to bo paid
by the Treasurer of the United States,
or the Assistant Treasurer of the
United States In New York on sur-
render of the proper coupons PRO-
VIDED. THAT SAID 'SUM HKKGBV
APPPOPniATHD SHAM- - BK

AND ADJUSTED AN A
TART OF Till: PROPER PROPOR-
TIONAL. SUM TO BE PAID HY Tllll
UNITUD STATES TOWARD THE EX-
PENSES .OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. AND
TOWARD THE PAYMENT OF THE
INTEREST ON THE FUNDED DEBT
OF THE DISTRICT."

Tho act of March 3. 1875, 18th Stat-
ute. 343, is as follows:

"To pay on behalf of-- the United
States, as a portion of the general ex-
penses of the District of Columbia, to
be expended by the Commissioners ot
said District. 51.OBO.000, only to bo drawn
as needed for Immediate use; and JSOO.WJ
of this sum shall be from tho
pasease of this net, no salaries to ne
changed fiom the standard fixed under
the act of June 20. 1874.

"To pay the interest on the three- -
slxty-flv- c bonds Issued undor the act
entitled 'An net for the government of

Purposes.' ?Uo,00O: and the salary ot inn
commissioner of the sinking fund acting
as treasurer thereof, shall be 11.000 per ,

annum. '

Tho debates in the Senate and in the
House of Representatives of the United
States during the years 1S74, 1S73 and
1S76 substantiate the theory that the In-

terest on the funded debt was then un-

derstood by Congress as being paid one-ha- lf

through District of Columbia rev-

enues and one-ha- lf the General
Government.

On Januar.v 26, 1875 (Vol. 9. Cong. Rec.
p 749) the following dialogue took place
In the Hoasc prior to the passage of
H. R. 41S3, which later became the act
of February 1. 1S75, from which we have
just quoted:

"Mr. Garfield. I am Instructed by the
Committee on Appropriations to report
back with ?n amendment the bill (11. K.
4483) for the payment of interest on the
3 65 bonds of the District of Columbia.
1 he amendment of the committee strikes
out the words 'In coin' after the words

1S.',5C0.'
"Mi. Randall. Is there any report ac-

companying this bill?"
"Mr. Gat field, t send to the desk to

be read a communication from the ts

of tho Dlstilct of Columbia.
"Mr. Randall. I wish to reserve a

point of order on this bill."
Mr. Garfield I2t the report be read.
Mr. Ilolman It should be understood

that the point of order on this bill Is
not waived.

The Speaker The point of order will
be icsoived till the communication has
been road.

The clerk read as follows:
"Office of the Commissioners

of the District of Columbia.
January 11, 1873.

"To the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives:

The Commissioners of the District re-
spectfully request that the ot
c'ongre&s may be called lo the necessity
o. legislative provisions for the pigment
of the Interest on :he bonds authorized
to be issued bv the act of Congress ap-
proved June 20. 1874, entitled "An act
for the government of the DNtrlct of
Columbia, and for othei purposes."
These bonds arc generally known na
"Ti.fj bonds." The act of Congress above
cited pledged the lalth of the United
States lo the pa.vment (by proper pro-
portional appropriation and by taxation
on propert within the District) of tho
interest on paid bonds as well us to tho
creation of a sinking fund for payment
of the principal thereof at maturity.

"The same act of Congress contem-
plate the ascertainment, through fu-

ture legislation, of the proper propor-
tion of the expense of the government
of the District or i oiumnia, uiciuoing
interest on IIh fun led debt, which should
be borne b.v the Dstiht and y tlw
I nlted States, respectively. This pro- -
noitlon has not vol been determined by
the requisite legislation. Upon the fund-
ed debt, of the District of Columbia,
other thun the 3.63 bonds, the Interest,
including "that duo Januaiy 1. 1S75, ban
been paid or is in process of payment
out of revenues from the taxes on prop-
erty in tho District.

"At the tast sesidon Congress authori-
zed an advance from the United Stutci
Treasury for the pajment of Interest
on tho funded debt of said District, due
Julv 1. 1874 (the 3:63 bonds not then hav-
ing' been Issued), but it was required
that the sum thus advanced should bo
lelmbursed to the Treasury of tho
United States from the Treasury of tho
nietriM. and this reimbursement has

of floating Indebtedness of the lato
board of public wolkn, which was cre-
ated by an act of Congress, and whose
operations wcie subject to Congres-
sional control, and, lo some extent wcio
Independent of Interposition on the part
of the municipal so eminent of the Dls- -

After moment from the treasuiy of
tin Dlstilct of the current expenses of
the municipal government and of the
Intel est on the funded dobt of the Dis-

trict other than the 3.65 bonds, taxes
on private propeity M not afford auf- -

Improvements, principally tho is-- ! been made in full. Tho 3.63 bonds re-

siling, grading and paving of I suit. In principal part, from the funding

of

existing
of

Intended

realized

thereof;

adjust-
ed

available

through

attention

-

ficlent rcvonuc to pay any part of the
Interest on tho 3 65 bonds, which falls
duo on Fcbruniy 1, 1875. It results,
therefore, that cither Congressional ap-pro- pt

lotion for this Interest must be
made or that thcro must bo default In
tho payment of Interest to which the
faith of the United States Is pledged.
If the requlslto sum be appropriated by
Congress, It Is advisable that tho In-

terest should be paid In the Treasury of
tho United States and tho coupons can-
celed there. According to low, these
bonds are registered In the office ot
the registrar of tho United States Treas-
ury. It might also bo provided that such
sum as may be appropriated for this
purpose shall be considered and ad-
justed hereafter as a part of the proper
proportional sum to be paid hv the
United States toward the expenses ot
tho government of the District of Co-

lumbia and of the interest on Its funded
debt."

The "future legislation" contemplated
In the leport Just quoted must be lend
In connection with the act of June 23,
1874, providing that a "proper propor-
tional .mm" shall be paid by the Uni-
ted States, the same "to be considered
and adjusted hereafter," and In view of
the fact that Congress hnd already ap-
pointed a committee to ascertain what
was a proper proportion for tho Gov-
ernment to pay; nnd that the report of
that committee was the baBls of whnt Is
called tho organic act of 1S7S. known as
tho htilf-and-ha- lf nlali.

The following from the remarks of
C.Hnfn. TViii.i.iiiH sf ft I In moil. In I

January, 1S76, In the Senate of the Uni-
ted States. Is convincing:

"One woid as to this guarantee, and
then I will relievo tho Senate fiom
any fuither observations of .nine.
This irti.irantee Is as plain us vvoids
cun make It. It was maturely con-
sidered, and war. u subject of much
cobatc in the committee thnt lepoited
It. There wore Senators who thought
It ought to be nn absolute guarantee
on the part of the Government to pav
the Intel est and also the principal,
and all the contractors were clamor-
ous for such a Kiiaiantee. The com-
mittee would not Md. It would only
maki) a qualified guarantee, and that
guarantee was In these woids:

"And the faith of tho United Stites
is heiebv pledged that the United
States will by proper proportional

an contemplated In this
a:t nnd by causing to be levied upon
the property within said District such
taxes as will provide tho revenues,
necessary to pay the Interest on raid
bonds as the .siine may became duo
nnd pnvable, and create a sinking
fund for the piyment of the orlncipal
at nintiii Itv.'

"This act contemplated that the
General Government should pay a
proportional pnit of the expenses cf
the government within this District,
and that proportional part of It. It
wns supposed, would be ascertained
by the joint committee that was to
frame a peimanent form of govern-
ment for the DIstiict and here Is a
Pledge that the Goviinment of the
United Stat"? will py that propor-
tional part What It should be was
not determined bv this act. It wan to
be the subiect of Investigation, but
whenevci found, hero is the pled.-j-e

thrt the Government would, by pay-
ments out of the nubile treasury In
this District, contribute to pay the In-
terest on these 6T. bonds and pro-
vide a sinking fund for Ihe liquida-
tion of the principal."

Reference Is nlsn made to the net of
March II. 1870, nineteenth statute,
pare I'll- - to the net of July 31. 187C,
and of March '.. 7K7.

The act of April 30, 187.'. was fol-
lowed b" the so-- r ailed "organic aoi"
of June 11. 1S7R. providing for thV
nayment of the debt of the District
bv definite apportionment of 60 per
cent, respectively, bu-th- United Slate?
and the District of Columbia.

The Comptroller of the Treasury oS

the United States In an official opinion
rendered January 3, 1914. on this ques-

tion, reaches the following conclusions i

"It remains for us. upon the premises"
thus, as I believe, satisfactorily estab-
lished to predicate proper conclusions:

' 1. The indebtedness represented by
the 3.C5 bonds was Indebtedness of the
District of Columbia and not in any
part the indebtedness of the United
States, and the bonds of the District ol
Columbia.

"2. To restore the credit of the Dls-
tilct of Columbia, make acceptable to
crcuitots of the District 3 65 bonds bi
a guaranty of pament and assume tho

equitable proportion to
be contributed by the United States to-

ward the expenses of the District, tho
United States covenanted with the hold
ors of these bonds that It would pro-ld- e.

bv taxation on tho property with-
in the District, a portion of the reve-
nue!, necessary to pay the interest oil
and principal of these bonds, and that
It would piovldo the other portion, to
be determined, by appropriation out of
the revenues of the United States.

"3. P--y the organic act of June 11.
1S7S, the portion to be provided by taxa-
tion on the property and privileges In
tho District Was declared to be W) per
cent and the portion to be apportioned
out of the funds of the United States
50 per cent, and that has ever since
remained and now is the law.

"4. The liability of the United States
to the ho'dcrs of the 3.S bonds Is
therefore that of a guarantor that one-ha- lf

of the principal and Intel est of
thfse bonds will be paid out of tho
revenues of the District, derived from
taxation on the property and privileges
In the Dlstilct. and that of a promisor
that It will provide for thopavment of
the other half by appropriations out:
of the Trensurv of the United States."

"T have, thetefore. tn advise yoi that
under the 'act ;iaHnt' appropriations
to pro' 'do for tho expenses o? the gov-
ernment if tin. .OI.MHet of Columbia for
the fiscal year ending June thirtieth,
nineteen hundred and fourteen, and for
other purposes,' (37 Stat.. .'"S). pajmrnl
lo be 'nade during said year ot interest
on nnd slnklnt fund for the pav ment of
the funded dint in question sliould be
made, within the limits of fhc amount
aroiopristed ! said pfooscs, with
ironevs withdrawn from tnt Tressury
of the United ''tatej by the Tieasuier
In accordance with "cefion 2 of the net
of March ". 1. Ci S'al. 4h, and i) per
cent thereof charged to the levenues oi
tho District of Columbia and in per cent
thereof charged to the amount appi'i-rrWtc- d

lor the ccremes of tho Dlutlct
from the monejs of the United States
pnd th" money s,o paid should ho

for ncerndlni;!'
Op December 15, 5nli. th Conmtroller

of the Troasuiv 'eiiihifd anolrnr of-
ficial onluion on this same mette;.

to and iriflusil-- i nls conclu-
sions- as lnt nbove . iteu

It is our 'iiinlnn thil the orlsir.r.l t.

the ur.dC'i standing if nieniboi s of
Congress, the i nvnrvincr ni.icllce of the
vears. the provisions of the various
laws of appropriation, tho law definite!
fixing the lespectlvo n portlonment of
pnjmsnt. and, nbiv nil. the iJstio
of the matter as affecting the General
Government, the holders of the bonds
npd the District of "! umbla lesd cer-taml- v

to Hie conclusion that U-- e In-

tel cu on Hie funded debt h continued
to be prtd ri per rent (ri"i the rvf nisof th" District of Columbia and B per
cent bv unprop'latinn from the moneys
I f the. United States,

The committer nf t f'otormln-- d l!.e
question of the proper proportion of the
eviinneCd of Ibe government of the DIs-- j
met ni i riumiia, or nry pranci mere-o- f

which shnll he btrne bv said Dis-
trict and the United States, respec-ti- v

elv
The Constitution of the United .states

of America, in clause 17 of section K
gives Congress nower

"To exercise nxrlusive legislation In
"It eaes whatsoever, over such Dis-
trict (not exceeding ten mile square)

tii"' hv cession of particular Ktates,
and the acceptance of Congress, pe-on- ie

tbe unit of the Government or
he United States, and to exercise nK(.

""inoilt" over aU places purchased n
the consent of the legislature of the
State in v hich the same shall be. Tor
the rectlon of forts, magazines, arse

nals, drockyards, nnd other nccuruibuildings. '
The expressed provision of "exclusive

legislation" necessarily makes the con-
trol of this lody or land known as tno
District of Columbia vest In the .Na-tlon- ol

Government and niokcH ;nis
highest national power the Government
of Uils Federal District.

Bitter experiences in tho former capi-
tals of the United States had cnusea
tho t miners of our Constitution to
placo its central seat ot government ina location wheie tho national autnor-It- y

would bo supreme, where Its rec-
ords and Its representatives could n
sate from attack, and where, unner
Us own direction, a stiuctural plan ror
upbuilding and maintenance could do
commenced and continued without in-
terruption by any lesser or local au-
thority.

In fixing the District ot Columbia ns
the National Capital and home or tno
Government, tho Congress did not pro-
ceed by capture, condcmnaion, or any
other arbitrary method. It acquired
political dominion by cession from tne
States ot Mnr.vland and Virginia, nnu
ownership of the land toy private con-
tract, and when all of this had neen
done by mutual undei standing anu
definite written agreements and cou-c.onc- es

fiom tho propiletors of tne
land, It laid out a Nntlonal Capital
and began Its construction.

Everyone who has purchased property
within the District of Columbia since
has done so with the knowledge and
llstlnct understanding that the pcoplu
of the United States have ms.de tne
power of CongrosT over tho tojrltory ex-
clusive. Everyone who has since adopt-
ed the city of Washington ns his homo,
has done so w'th notice that It was
beyond even the power o' Congress to
escape she I.Mii. ten or evade In) duly
Imposed by the Constitution, and when
ho became a resident of Wishlrxtou or
acquired property In the Dlrtrlct of Co-
lumbia, ne put himself voluntarily w. h-- a

the Government reservation and sub-
ject to such control as tho conveniences
and necessities of Congress in adminis-
tering the National Government and
htilldlng the National Capita! might ren-
der necesstry.

Senator Souths.nl of New enm. In a
memorable report from the Dlstr.ct
Committee as eaily ae February 2, ln'-j- .

sild:
"The dealgn of the Constitution and

Us founders was to create a lesidence
foi the Government, where thev should
have absolute and unllmlte dcuntrol.
wMch ahojld be regulated and governed
by them without the interference of
PTtlal Interests in tho States, which
sho.ild bo built up and sustained by
their authority and resources, not de-
pendent upon the will or resources of

nv State cr local interest."
This was the grand plan conceived by

tho fathers of the Government, the wis-
dom of which grows more and tttiiro
apparent with the coming and going1 of
the eais.

Major IEnfant, who first drew the
citv's plan, said:

' No nation, perhaps, had ever before
the opportunitv offered them of delib-
erately deciding on the spot wheie their
capital city should be fixed or of com-
bining everv necessary consldeiatlon In
the choice of situation and. although
the means now within the power of the
country are not such as to pursue the
design to nny gicat extent. It will be
obvious that the plan should be drawn
on such embellishment which the In-

crease of the wealth of the nation will
permit It to pursue at anv period, how-
ever remote."

The growth of the cltv in utility nnd
In beauty has kept pace with the grow-
ing stiemrth of the nation Its begin
ning was most naturallv icstilcted be
cause of lack of funds, vet the wisdom
of the founders was such that the deal-
est and broadest view prevailed as a
plan for the city which was to be.

U followed the development of other
cities except that the others had ns their
bases Industrial, manufacturing, and
commercial enterprises wherewith to

that

wns

act

past

the

.More

more more

the the

than
the

the

the maintain their public there should in
and with from the people of the

the Columbia.
ton been with- - apportion re-o- ut

with little the
but was the of govern-'t- o residents of the

ment or all the state?.It has always retained its Identity as
a National Capital and has never be- -
come, as bther cities have, a mart of .

trade or of commerce.
It always retained the plan of dc- -

velopmcnt forseen with the broadest ,

and clearest vision and safe-guard- i

uw 'and eacn
A contribution

was t but
citizens of Washington who when

was
Growth, " addition to Kxetutlvo

and am, hia Cabinet, the
Fei1ernl and

prepared a ,

the stRt.territory within the the
of Columbia the same plan, as that

for the original clt). wnicn pinn
was adopted: so that now for all

time, tne, Deauiu. . ?... . w

Clt.v of Washington entire"limits of the
r . it nni hf. imnclned that tho
- ti. niiiitv .ir.d beauty of the City

of Washington was without travail, for
the early years of eighteen hundred
saw it advancing slowly, slowly, but
fdwas surely and toward a definite

e"t the time of the change from that
of town city. Washington was not
the Washington of todaj. but Is shown

be as c the year 1.1 a
without without proper sanltarv
conveniences, without proper HslUlM.

inadequate transportation facll'-tle-

lacking In vivlc conveniences and
necessities.

From through ap-

pointed agencies of the United States,
drastic, campaign or

a. snlrlted. even
improvement in Washington w as in-

augurated and continued which result-
ed In the widening, broadening, grad-
ing, filling nnd paving of many strcei.
avenues and allcs. the of new
streets avenues, parks and boulevards,
tbe of, both storm and

tho planting of manv
trees, in short, a radical renewal of
tbe entire city, but upon the fme plan

civic grandeur which presaged a
beautiful capital

This was attended with gK-a- t ex-

pense nnd assesment made against the
lilstrict Columbia and agaimt the
owners property therein and' go, op-

pressive were these imposed taxes and
assessments that petitions of reniftti-stranc- e

against the then governing
were filed with Congress and

committees were appointed to Investi-
gate and report upon charges of ex-

cessive and needless expenditure and
mismanagement of the city's
The controlling civ In b"d
thoo .vneiulltures were authorized
was the of public works, this
being a part of thn territorial
government In VAashlngton at
that time.

.lunc, 1ST I, authority Con
gress the teiritorlnl form of gov-

ernment jvn.s abolished and District
control vVus in the hanJs of
three commissioners, practically the
plan now existing, where the two civil
commissioners appointed by
President from among the residents
of tho District, the third commission-
er being a Government engineer

for as commissioner in
the of Columbia.

In 1S7S. the "organic act"
was passed containing the following
legislative provlMon:

"To extent to which Congicss
approve of estimates. Con-gie- ss

shall tho of
BO per cent thereof; and tho remaining
60 per such approved estimate
shall levied and assessed upon the
taxable property and privileges In said
District than tho property of tho
I'nltcd States the District Co-
lumbia."

ruder this at. tho appropriations by
the general government in the ears
hlnce 1S7S have aveiaeed just iO per cent
of the expenses of tho District Co-

lumbia.
believe the fact that the national

appropriation has averaged half of these
la not the result of chonc but

design nnd the "hair
and half law," which was conceived ns
an economic necessity to lift tho burden
of debt from the oppressed and
Its tax-payi- citizens, Justified by
the exigencies of the time and the con-I'ltlo-

of that day, IT CAME INTO
BEING BECAUSE THE CONSENSUS
OF THE BEST THOUGHT OF THAT
DAY WAS HA JU8ICE DEMANDED
THAT THE FEDERD GOVERNMENT
SHOULD DEFINITELY COME TO
THE AID'OF THE DISTRICT AND
ITS CITIZENS IN THE PAYMENT
OF THS VAST DEBT INCURRED FOR
PUBLIC WORKS'. WE THINK.
IS THE REAL, REASON FOR THE
PASSAGE OK THE "HALF AND
HALF" LAW.

While there were thoso In 1878 who
doubted tho propriety or even tho

of Igislatlon fixing, a certain
nnd definite ratio contribution by
the Government to tho payment of tho

of tho District, this wns
apporntly considered a satisfactory
compromise solution of a problem then
exceedingly difficult of proper de-

termination reason of conditions
In the District of Columbia at that
time.

But we that the conditions of
today and of tho few yesrtt last
are so different from tho conditions of
IS78 that this arbitrary rule a rule of
then seeming necessity need no longer
be applied lo District appropriations.

Then tho District was a great
debt,' today that debt has neon very
largelv and the next few ycais
will see It completely paid In the man-
ner we have described

Thn the District was suffring from the
many experimental of govern-
ment which had been tiled In successive
years almost; today the form of gov-
ernment Is one of long existence, tried
and tested.

Then population was lss than one-ha- lf

of the nearly 350,000 people who now
reside In Washington.

Then the plcnuld utility and beauty
of the city planned on a national Dase
were Just beginning to be seen; the
Government has many buildings which
arc of the very highest standard or
architecture, and has laid tho founda-
tion by purchase of additional areas or

tor more public buildings, panes
nnd icservatlons.

and more every year is lann
being acquired and held for strictly
governmental purposes, withdrawn
trom in assessment ana
taxation.

The increasing needs of the Govern-
ment In this. Its central home, demand
nnd will continue to demand more
land, buildings, reserva-
tions.

All of this means thnt the District
of Columbia and tho National uov-ernme- nt

should not be longer on an
partnership basis of contribution, nut
that the National City, the nation s
home, should be a district where tne
national authorlt. Is not only supreme,
but a dlstilct where the just pride or
n great people should Insist upon Its
maintenance In a most lilting
to dignity of citizens wnose
manifestations of central government
it i

.Nothing Is clearer to us It never
was li.ent that this District should
bcai all the ver extraordinary nur-de-

of expense Incident to Its
fiid ocupanc as a National City, nnd
nny such proposed plan would be most
Inequitable nnd unjust now.

But mound and about this great
workshop of affal's has grown
a cltv with all the complexities
to the multifarious utilities of a mod-
ern American cltv.

The i Ights of the people of the Dis-

trict are to be considered, and we would
therefore recommend that people
of Washington pa a tax comparable
in assessment, rale and amount to that
tax paid by the residents of other cities
similar In population and location to
the city of Washington.

build up cltv. i be no greater exaction
utilities, provide their people taxation

while cltv of Washing-- 1 tr0t of
has always practically in seeking to benefits
manufacturing and but -- ultlng to general government and

commerce, place the citizens m4

has

mrouBii jriur. In aim every one oi nifgreat In patriotism and .,ccfc imies Columbia nre benefited,
true citizenship made by thosi (no ,.at0 of benefit is Impossible

the , detcimine and under our thought un-clt- y

extending Its limits throuph ; necessary.
natural pi ousted "Vf Here, in the
varied PlatUng Supicmo-Cou- rt

land by private owners and cauW Courts, tho
be plan exlending to new ,n ro( UnltP1, a.o
developed District emolovcs of Federal
made and
future u;

milAiminal District

in

to

to nbout cltv
paving,

even
1K1 to 157 the--

making

building sanj-tnr- v

sewers,

of cit.

of
of

boards

affaiiH.
under which

hoaid
existing

In by of

placed

arc tho

de-

tailed service
District

the
shall said

appropriate amount

cent of
be

other
and of

all

of

We

expenses
of

District

THIS

of

exponses

by the

think

under

paid,

herein.

forms

now

land

participation

manner

plan

national
incident

indiscriminate

1 ins we Deneve is eminently lair, anu

District of Columbia, it is nianirest tiai
iir, ..r rul nt iiutlnrtinn can ne

f0Und
T()p expenditures of the District of

Columbia are for police and fire pro- -
tpctlou. education, sanitation, and
health, charities, correction and reform,
thr care of t1(J insane and the poor.

Gov eminent These persons, drawn
from every State in the L nlon. witn

compose a large part. - -- " --,,.v., , the Dlfltrl?t.
He. e come every d.y also thousand;s

I ot visitors. ounp; and ol. f
whon the lessons of patriotism re-
sulting from a visit to the Nations
Capital result In a higher type of

and the piide of participa-
tion in the affaire of our Government
novvs stronger with the realization
cf its lntest power and outwaid dig-
nity and grandeur

Tho piotection to life and property,
he measures to secure, health, happi-

ness, and tl-- c benefits ot education, as
well as the measures for tho care of
the poor and the sbk. are beneficial
not alone to th" actual residents of
Ihe District of Crlumbln. but to nil
th American people between tho
cie.it oceans.

The annusl tax In Washington is
approximately J16.0O per capita.

in tne jungmeni oi your cuiiiuiiLn-- t

thls is a reasonable tax levy at this
time especlall when we consider, as
ne must, that a large proportion of
the population here pays but a small
amount of the taxes Imposed.

The subjects of taxation In Washing-
ton differ somewhat from UToso of
manv other American cities Here, or
instance. Intangible personal property
is not a subject of tai In and taxes
on franchises and earnings of puhllc-seivlc- e

corporations arc not classed us
personal taxes

o find from the evidence of fAr-mlnde- d

men. rcsiilcits of Washington
familiar with real estate values in
general, that the present assessment of
real cstato for taxation Is fair and
reasonable.

We are perfect! aware that manv
i.inv appear even in tho

best icgnlati'd assessment pl-i- and lit
ninnies ot luei cal'tv ma.v n fou-i- d In
the pie 'lit tisstssnirnt In ashlrgtcn
t.ut. taV-e- as it wlrtile, "the nssosnunt3
n,;,,ip apalnst ill clnt-.e- of property in

i u,.. ,jfr,.rci( locations in the o"t are
ci'itltnMr

An aniliinlic n ot the nsi ssments In
some' foiiiier iars lend? in to bi'Iicve
that in those eais man of the tax
valuations wuf ton low nnd tHat then
m uiv nmie inoqualltif .1 of laxa'ion ex-htr- d

lUir now. and that uiiler the
present nfiesnient nn earnest and Jun-
es effort has been irmdc tn adjust

U lU'Jtatlon Ho that
ju..lh rinyy ue I!mi to all con-

cerned
The 0?vvimlMs relievos thai Independ-rnal- v

ol tho ;WA'on of what should
be tho propo- - subjects of taxation In
the District of Columbia the pav ment
of tvxes on real estate trom tho assess,
ments as thej aie now constituted Is a
fair and reasonable rexponse in such
taxation for municipal benefits rccelvel
by the citizens of the District

It Is our opinion that the revenues de-

rived from taxe"s assessed and collected
in the District of Columbia and paid
Into the Tiensi.ry of the t'nlted States
should be used for the expenses of the
District of Colombia' alone and that all
of the bnla.ice of mono necessary for
the government of the District of Co-

lumbia, the maintenance of all proper
utilities, the expenses (hie to natural
growth nnd development and the build-
ing of w pessary bridges and aiiuelucts.
the erection ol buildings and monu-
ments, the purchase of parks, all things
now necessary to a modern city, should

have their highest and fullest expres
sion here, th's made possible by partici
pation or all the peopio of nil the States
in the lnnlnteiinnco of the lion's
City.

In connection with thn subject of
local toxatlon In the District of Colum-
bia, the committee Is fully mindful that
there was no expressed delegation ot
authority for It to Investigate and it

any cluing In the proposed taxing
system which It might find wuld bo
beneficial, and therefore, which wo be-
lieve there could bo a proper tax on
Inheritances, In the District, and some
changes and reforms of procedure In
tho office of the Assessor of the District
of Columbia, we prefer to subm't thoie
views later and In different foim as Indi-
vidual expressions.
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Amendment May Be Offered to

This Effect in Fight on Pre-

paredness.

The preparedness bills will be discuss
ed In CongresB from many angles. One
of the most striking promises to relate
to the question of the pay of the sol-

dier.
Pacificists and other opponents of the

national defense legislation are consid-
ering a demand that the soldier be paid
good wages per diem, Instead or W
cents. One exponent of the Idea mat
the country does not need a larger
army todny suggested that If men were
to be asked to enter the army to risk
their lives they ought to he paid as
much as Henry Ford Is supposed to
pay, Ji per day. He suggested mat
wien the military bill wns considered
nn amendment be offered for a mini-
mum wage of ?5 per day. It was not
fair, he added, ,to ask a man to expose
his UleTto bullets and disease for less
than that.

Wouldn't Expect Victory.
Or oourse, such an amendment would

be offered, not In the belief that it
would be ndopted, but In the belief that
Its consideration would tend to block
legislation for gi eater preparedness.

In addition to the plan for a liberal
mln'mum wage for the soldier, the pit-pos- al

for Government manufacture or
all munitions and war material will ue
pressed bj the opponents or prepara-
tion. They will suppoi t It in the De-ll- ef

that it will be Instrumental In pre-
venting an increase of arm.- - or navy.

A great many members of House and
Senate favor Government manufacture!
who are nlso for preparedness But at'
the same time. It Is true that those
who arc opposed to preparation are
urging this Idea on tho theory that thei
chief Vackcrs of more preparation arei
Interests concerned in manufacture of)
war materials, and that If It becomes",
clear there Is to be Government manu-
facture these backers will suddenly lose
their enthusiasm.

Matter Open To Dispute.
Whether It Is true that the movement;

for preparedness would be dropped Ifi
it were seen that Government manufac-
ture were sure to obtain Is something)
which Is open to dispute, i no Govern-- ,
ment manufactuie exponents arc lit
sufficient force that It Is quite possU
ble they will be able to force amend

Ss Open Sat Evening

Bargain Event Year

In Canned
..

I.ns- - In Your Supply INoir nue

Peas
lona, No. 2, Standard
Reliable. No. 2, Fancy, Sweet.
Sultana, No. 2, Sifted
A & P, No. 2, bxtrabinea

Corn
lona, No. 2, Standard
Sultana, No. 2, Extra Standard,
A & P, No. 2, Fancy Maine....

' I am
Strained, No. I, Puree
lona, No. 2, Standard
A&P, No. 2, Fancy
lmn Nn V Standard
Sultana, No. 3, Jcrscs..
A & P, No. 3, Fancy....

Beans
lona String, N6. 2, Standard. . .

lona Lima, No. 2, White. . ... .

Sultana String--, No; 2, Cut
Refugee

Sultana Wax, No. 2, Cut. ... . .

Sultana Lima, No. 2, Medium
Green

A & P Lima, No. 2, Small Green
& P StringlcbS, No. 2, Fancy
Whole

Succotash
lona. No. 2, Standard...
A & P, No. 2, Fancy.
; r i tnniinrnlona opmacn o. a

lona Beets, No. 3, CuU .

lona Sauerkraut .sin'minm

A & P Pumpkin hunrd
A&PSquash sa,,!

Main Store,

1D:7 Klh it nvr. - jmi f,fi(
(( ?!"& Hth .1 nw. SVtUIlUlliSiJMlllSx

V 31 0 M et nw
NN

FREE

ments oil the nrmy nnd nnvy bills look-
ing lo the making of wnr materials by
the Government. If thnt Is done. It
will bo possible to ilctetmli. himstrong Is tho sentiment, for picparcd-llOS- M

on Its idci Its.
Tho continental nrmv pioposcd by

the administration Is encountering
many difficulties. The majority of tho
Houso Military Committee Is against It.
Unless the Piesldent brings strcr g pich-sur- e,

It will not be- - reported out of the,
committee. Even If It Is, It will lx.
sharply fought In the House and then,
later In the Senate. On tho other hnnd,
the prospects nre good for legislation
for Federal pay for the National Guard.

Washington Banker Urges
Taft For Supreme Court

Wade II. Cooper, banker, of this city,
Is out with n statement iirrlms the
Eolith lo appeal lo President WtVoti lo
appulnl former rieuldcnt Taft to fill tho
vn'-nnc- now existing In the Intel
Slates Supieme Court. Mr. Cooper
sjvs:

' Mr. Taft Is ono of the ii cutest jiiJgra
this count!" has fvet pioduccd. lie is
fnlr, fearless, forceful, and Independent.
When 1'iesldcnt he appointed J. Jl,
Dickinson, of Tennessee, a Democrat,
Secretnsy of War. Ho aiiponted I. niton,
of Tennessee, a Democrat, to the Unl'i--
St?tes SuptrniP Court, nnd nlso Luuai,
of Geoigla. to tho Supremo Cjurt of tho
United States. When President he also
made vstlee White, of Louisiana, Chief
.TuMIco of thd United Slate Supremo
Court. Ijo hlrr now adorn the court
bv filling the place made vacant by the
death of his own appointee from
Goorgli-- . Jfstlce Lunvir. All Intcreste I

piit'es from all over the country Norii
and South, should Immcdlutcllv win-th-

President uiglng the appointment of
Mr Tsfl."

Until 10 P. M.

The of the

itrinrp

Big

Civic Reformer Dies of
Mysterious Wounds

BOSTON. Jan. 6. Archibald M. Howe,
prominent lawyer and civic lefoimer. of
Cambridge, died In the Cambridge Hos-
pital early today fiom wounds In the
neck. He had been sick and despond-
ent for some time. It was said.

Howe was found bv two policemen
about dawn today wandering aimlessly
about at Faycrweather and Brattlo
streets, clad only In his nightclothcs
He had a circular cut In his throat
and a hruise on the side of the head.
Asked If he were not Mr. Howe no
pointed In the direction of the hospital,
only a short distance away, being un-

able to speak. He wns assisted there
by the officers, but died a short time
later, from loss of trloon

Pitcher Cole Dies.
BAY CITY, Mich., Jan. 6. Pitcher

"King" Cole of the New York Ameri-

can League Baseball Club died at his
home here today. He had been ill for
some time with cancer of the lungs.

A Wonderful Influence

Thousands of women havo unbounded
confidence In Mother's Trlcnd. They

have used It and know its value to the
expectant mother.

They tell of Its influence to case ab-

dominal muscles and how they avoided
these dreaded stretching pains.

Tho safe external application, gently
sooths the vast number of nerve threads
just beneath the skin and relieves the
undue tension on the cords and liga-

ments, giving great physical relief from
Btubborn pains. Druggists can supplv
Mother's Friend. There Is no other
treatment as dependable. --Advt.

ai
Vegetables

... . .J.-.- n. n..... .....nre m umm

CAN DOZ. CASE
2 DOZ.

7c 80c $1.60
10c $1.15 $2.20
12c $1.40 $2.75
15c $1.75 $3.40

CAN DOZ. CASE
2 DOZ.

2 for 15c 85c $1.70
3 for 25c 95c $1.90

10c $1.20 $2.40

CAN DOZ. CASE
2 DOZ,

j 2 for 9c 50c $1.00
J 8c 95c $1.90

9c $1.05 $2.00
10c $1.20 $2.40
lie $1.30 $2.60
13c $1.55 $3.00

CASE
CAN DOZ. 2 DOZ.

5c 60c $1.15
3 for 25c 95c $1.90

3 for 25c 95c $1.90
2 for 25c 95c $1.90

10c $1.15 $2.25
13c $1.55 $3.10

13c $1.55 $3.00
CAN DOZ. CASE

2 DOZ.
3 for 25c 95c $1.90

13c $1.55 $3.00

3 Case
. . Doz.

Cans 2 Doz.

25c 95c $1.90

607 7th St. N. W.

DELIVERY

MffJIJ gK&S Cf liter Market. VV
nantern mkt r- -iiHHWVrc. Imi .c i .i. . II

-- Ci?!!!"? rremluni ParlorSVoin I flO I


